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Preface and Acknowledgements

This book is a product of a research project that began in 2006. The research group
consisted of an inter-disciplinary group of scholars from numerous countries aim-
ing to examine how various governance mechanisms contributed to mitigation and
adaptation to climate change in the Arctic. The original name of the project was
“The Capability of International Governance Systems in the Arctic to Contribute
to the mitigation of Climate Change and Adjust to its Consequences” (CIGSAC,
project No. 8110564), which later was changed to “Climate Governance in the
Arctic” (see the project’s website at http://www.arcticcentre.org/?deptid=25873).
The project was funded by the Academy of Finland, and we want to express our
gratitude for the Academy’s financial support.

The research project benefitted greatly from the two seminars that were organised
during its life-cycle. The launch meeting of the project was in Pyhätunturi Finland
from August 30 to September 3, 2006, where the initial research topics were dis-
cussed and their viability and desirable future focus examined. The final meeting
(9th and 10th of January 2008 Arctic Centre, Rovaniemi, Finland) concentrated on
fine-tuning the individual contributions and developing a similar general framework
for the different contributions.

We would like to express our sincere thanks to all the contributors for making an
honest attempt to follow this framework. We would also like to thank the contrib-
utors for participating in these two meetings; we think it was a learning experience
for all since our different expertise informed a critical but constructive discussion.
Apart from valuable suggestions for improving the quality of the individual chap-
ters, the meetings also provided important guidance for the introductory and con-
cluding chapters of the book. Important roles in assisting us in the editing process
were played especially by researcher Adam Stepien from the Northern Institute for
Environmental and Minority Law (Arctic Centre, University of Lapland), and, at the
final stages, researcher Henna Tervo, also from NIEM. Thank you for all the hard
work!

Many of the authors have also made an effort to follow developments in some
cases up to spring 2008 when the contributions for this book were due: this holds
true especially for legal developments surrounding the Arctic marine environment.
We hope that this book will open up new horizons for thinking about climate gover-
nance issues from an Arctic viewpoint. We also hope that this book may help inspire
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those persons involved in the various governance mechanisms that have implications
in the Arctic to find new ways of viewing the climate policies of their respective
institutions, and thereby contributing to climate policy mainstreaming in general.

We would also like to thank our families: the book added much work to the
normal workload, requiring many extra evenings behind the computer. Thanks for
being so patient and interested!

Rovaniemi, Finland Timo Koivurova
Umeå, Sweden E. Carina H. Keskitalo
Alberta, Canada Nigel Bankes



Contents

1 Climate Governance in the Arctic: Introduction and Theoretical
Framework . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
E. Carina H. Keskitalo, Timo Koivurova and Nigel Bankes

Part I Climate Change in the Arctic

2 The Climate Change Regime and the Arctic Region . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27
Meinhard Doelle

3 The Climate Policy of the Arctic Council . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51
Timo Koivurova and Md. Waliul Hasanat

4 A Changing Arctic Climate: Science and Policy in the Arctic
Climate Impact Assessment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77
Annika E. Nilsson

5 “New Governance” in the Arctic and Its Role for Supporting
Climate Change Adaptation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97
E. Carina H. Keskitalo

Part II Looking Outwards

6 Should the Law Governing Maritime Areas
in the Arctic Adapt to Changing Climatic Circumstances? . . . . . . . . . . 119
Erik Franckx

7 Climate Change and Arctic Fisheries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 145
Erik J. Molenaar

8 World Heritage Convention, Climate Change and the Arctic . . . . . . . . 171
Lotta Viikari

vii



viii Contents

9 Rethinking the Status of Indigenous Peoples in International
Environmental Decision-Making: Pondering the Role of Arctic
Indigenous Peoples and the Challenge of Climate Change . . . . . . . . . . . 207
Leena Heinämäki

10 The Potential of the Convention on Biological Diversity to Address
the Effects of Climate Change in the Arctic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 263
Thilo Marauhn

Part III Looking Inwards

11 Is Adaptation Governable in the Arctic? National and Regional
Approaches to Arctic Adaptation Governance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 289
Monica Tennberg

12 Mitigation Possibilities in the Energy Sector – An Arctic Perspective . 303
Maria Pettersson

13 Climate Change Policy in the Arctic: The Cases of Greenland
and Nunavut . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 327
Natalia Loukacheva

14 Climate Change and the Regime for the Conservation
of Polar Bears . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 351
Nigel Bankes

15 Subjective Environmentalism: The Barents Euro-Arctic Council
and Its Climate Change Policy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 383
S.G. Sreejith

16 Climate Change and the Future of Arctic Governance: A Slushy
Seascape and Hard Questions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 403
David L. VanderZwaag

17 Conclusions on Climate Governance in the Arctic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 429
E. Carina H. Keskitalo, Timo Koivurova and Nigel Bankes

Index . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 445



Contributors

Nigel Bankes The University of Calgary, 2500 University Dr NW, Calgary,
Alberta, T2N 1N4, Canada, ndbankes@ucalgary.ca

Meinhard Doelle Marine & Environmental Law Institute, Dalhousie Law School,
Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada, B3H 4H9, mdoelle@dal.ca

Erik Franckx Department of International and European Law, Vrije Universiteit
Brussel Pleinlaan 2, B-1050 Brussels, Belgium, erik.franckx@vub.ac.be

Md. Waliul Hasanat The Northern Institute for Environmental and Minority
Law, Arctic Centre, University of Lapland, Finland; Lapin yliopisto, Arktinen
Keskus, PL 122, 96101, Rovaniemi, Finland, waliul.hasanat@ulapland.fi
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