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Preface and Acknowledgements

This book is a product of a research project that began in 2006. The research group
consisted of an inter-disciplinary group of scholars from numerous countries aim-
ing to examine how various governance mechanisms contributed to mitigation and
adaptation to climate change in the Arctic. The original name of the project was
“The Capability of International Governance Systems in the Arctic to Contribute
to the mitigation of Climate Change and Adjust to its Consequences” (CIGSAC,
project No. 8110564), which later was changed to “Climate Governance in the
Arctic” (see the project’s website at http://www.arcticcentre.org/?deptid=25873).
The project was funded by the Academy of Finland, and we want to express our
gratitude for the Academy’s financial support.

The research project benefitted greatly from the two seminars that were organised
during its life-cycle. The launch meeting of the project was in Pyhitunturi Finland
from August 30 to September 3, 2006, where the initial research topics were dis-
cussed and their viability and desirable future focus examined. The final meeting
(9th and 10th of January 2008 Arctic Centre, Rovaniemi, Finland) concentrated on
fine-tuning the individual contributions and developing a similar general framework
for the different contributions.

We would like to express our sincere thanks to all the contributors for making an
honest attempt to follow this framework. We would also like to thank the contrib-
utors for participating in these two meetings; we think it was a learning experience
for all since our different expertise informed a critical but constructive discussion.
Apart from valuable suggestions for improving the quality of the individual chap-
ters, the meetings also provided important guidance for the introductory and con-
cluding chapters of the book. Important roles in assisting us in the editing process
were played especially by researcher Adam Stepien from the Northern Institute for
Environmental and Minority Law (Arctic Centre, University of Lapland), and, at the
final stages, researcher Henna Tervo, also from NIEM. Thank you for all the hard
work!

Many of the authors have also made an effort to follow developments in some
cases up to spring 2008 when the contributions for this book were due: this holds
true especially for legal developments surrounding the Arctic marine environment.
‘We hope that this book will open up new horizons for thinking about climate gover-
nance issues from an Arctic viewpoint. We also hope that this book may help inspire
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those persons involved in the various governance mechanisms that have implications
in the Arctic to find new ways of viewing the climate policies of their respective
institutions, and thereby contributing to climate policy mainstreaming in general.

We would also like to thank our families: the book added much work to the
normal workload, requiring many extra evenings behind the computer. Thanks for
being so patient and interested!

Rovaniemi, Finland Timo Koivurova
Umead, Sweden E. Carina H. Keskitalo
Alberta, Canada Nigel Bankes
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