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Head and Neck Cancer (HNC) is a major challenge to public health. Its management
involves a multidisciplinary team approach, which varies depending on the subtle
differences in the location of the tumour, stage and biology of disease and availability
of resources. In the wake of rapidly evolving diagnostic technologies and
management techniques, and advances in basic sciences related to HNC, it is
important for both clinicians and basic scientists to be up-to-date in their knowledge
of new diagnostic and management protocols. This series aims to cover the entire
range of HNC-related issues through independent volumes on specific topics. Each
volume focuses on a single topic relevant to the current practice of HNC, and
contains comprehensive chapters written by experts in the field. The reviews in each
volume provide vast information on key clinical advances and novel approaches to
enable a better understanding of relevant aspects of HNC. Individual volumes
present different perspectives and have the potential to serve as stand-alone reference
guides. We believe these volumes will prove useful to the practice of head and neck
surgery and oncology, and medical students, residents, clinicians and general
practitioners seeking to develop their knowledge of HNC will benefit from them.
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‘Disease is very old and nothing about it has changed. It is we who change as we understand
what was formerly imperceptible.’

—Jean Martin Charcot (1825-1893)

Differentiated thyroid cancer belongs to the small group of human malignancies
with very good prognosis. Excellent outcomes result from the unique tumour biol-
ogy and constantly improving treatment options. This book has been constructed as
a concise clinical guide to the current management of this tumour.

The authors come from nine countries and four continents. The wide geographi-
cal distribution and different clinical background of each author result in a unique
perspective on a clinical problem. As a rule, the commentaries are written by spe-
cialists based in a country other than the country of the author of the chapter.

Some topics are covered by more than one chapter; this is because we believe
that each part of this book should be ‘functionally’ complete to avoid browsing
through the pages in search of information that should logically appear also in the
chapter the reader is currently reading.

We do hope that this book will help our readers to treat their patients better. We
will be more than happy to receive feedback (zSkomoro@cyf-kr.edu.pl). This way,
the editors can also do better in the future.

Charlotte, NC, USA Frederick L. Greene
Sanldcar de Barrameda, Spain Andrzej L. Komorowski
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