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For

Sr. Diane Jagdeo, OP, PhD (1948–2008), Trinidad and Tobago
“Contemplation is a commitment to presence. It calls for an inner mode of

presence that enables us to live the contemplative spirit so that its fruit can be
tasted by all who come into contact with us—whatever may be our

apostolic action.”

Mr. Petrus Gerardus Maria Sjak Shie (1941–2009), Suriname
. . . [T]he schools in their different contexts, reflect constantly on their

concrete situation, in the light of the Catholic-Christian tradition, cultivating
the two basic values in that tradition: love of one’s neighbor and

renunciation of every desire to gain status. With all this, the school is aware
of the sacramentality of reality . . . and is creative in finding symbols and

rituals . . . inspired by the Catholic tradition and whatever religion which is
represented by our children at school . . . .

Monsignor Gladstone Orlando Stanislaus Wilson
(1906–1974), Jamaica

“What does this condition present to the mind of thinking people?
It presents this: We have to break away from a pessimistic leaving of our

development to chance . . . [T]hought must precede action. To leave matters
to chance is to express a faith, not in God but in fate, in a blind destiny, and

nothing that man has ever achieved has ever been achieved by resigning
himself to fate or destiny.”

Most Reverend Samuel Emmanuel Carter, SJ, CD, LLD
(1919–2003), Jamaica

“I appeal to all the unions . . . to organize, educate, train and develop
yourselves . . . in your knowledge of history, economics, negotiating, labour

law and, above all the precepts of Social justice. I remind you of a rich
heritage from the Churches of all denominations who have played a wide

role in trade union history. I remind you of the wisdom of the letters of the
Popes since the letter of 1891 and carrying on up to the present time.”

Most Reverend Gordon Anthony Pantin (1929–2001), Trinidad and
Tobago

“Let us be strong supporters of human life and not become sharers in the
culture of death.”
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S e r i e s E d i to r’s P r e f a c e

Content and Context in Theological Ethics, as a new series in the
Palgrave Macmillan titles in religion, offers a fresh look at the
millennia-old tradition of ethics engaging religions, their scriptures
and revered texts, and their theological reflections on what matters
and why. The series is first and foremost focused on ethics, done
from theological and religious perspectives, and rooted in the par-
ticular contexts and lived experience of real people in history, in
the present, and hoped for in the future. While engaged by diverse
contexts, themes that are emerging in the series span the gamut of
research in ethics that provoke theological and/or religious concerns,
for example: anthropology, sexuality, authority, sacramentality, health
(and reproduction, aging, demise), beauty, faith commitments, lib-
eration, virtue, individual and common good, metaphysics, and the
“oppressions” of racism, sexism, heterosexism, xenophobism, imperi-
alism, colonialism, militarism, ableism, and dogmatism. The difference
this series presents, however, is “difference.” That is, contemporary
work in ethics is increasingly context-driven and thereby characterized
by diversity; this series brings the new trends raised by contex-
tual theological and religious ethics to bear on the content of the
discipline.

Published by Palgrave Macmillan, Justice and Peace in a Renewed
Caribbean: Contemporary Catholic Reflections inaugurates a series that
brings new insight to inherited traditions through detailed analysis of
the concrete/context-laden lived experience of the people the tradi-
tions claim as their own and critical reflection on what was the past
for them and/or what could be for the future. The series is intended
to provide scholars books of interest on a broad range of subjects in
ethics identified with a particular community whose voice and expe-
rience is underrepresented in ethics, theology, religious studies, and
related disciplines.

I am privileged to launch the series with this collection of essays
by Catholic theologians and pastors serving the English-speaking
Caribbean Church. I am not aware of any other text that comes close



xvi S e r i e s E d i to r’s P r e f a c e

to introducing and exploring the thinking on why a particular faith
tradition matters for a particular (and somewhat isolated on account
of its island make-up) geographic place. In a relatively short period
of time, the Caribbean Bishops of the Catholic Church have pro-
duced fifteen pastoral letters (a common teaching instrument used
through the conferences of bishops throughout the worldwide Roman
Catholic Church). The collection provides context-specific theologi-
cal reflections on their importance. To these scholars’ delight, their
bishops have given them much rich and challenging material for their
work and the communities they serve.

The Caribbean is replete with indigenous, colonial, and migrant
cultures and the authors here represent just some of that diversity—
from Curaçao to Guyana, Jamaica, and Trinidad and Tobago—as they
locate the concerns of the pastorals considered in their land and their
culture(s). Since many of these nations are geographically small and
often limited to their tourist value, it is refreshing to read about the
real joys and struggles that the peoples themselves experience behind
the vacation attractions. The reader will find it also of interest that
the bishops have not shied away from the hard questions of crime,
punishment, and capitalist colonialism.

Readers, welcome to the series and . . . enjoy!

MARY JO IOZZIO
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