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    CHAPTER 1   

 Introduction: The Electric Chain 
of Transnational History                     

     Jörg     Nagler     ,     Don   H.     Doyle    , and     Marcus     Gräser   

      The American Civil War was not only the culmination point of a  hitherto 
“unfi nished nation” and the central crisis in American history but it 
also had signifi cant international ramifi cations for the political, social, 
 economic, and military conditions in many parts of the world. What usu-
ally is described as an ‘age of nationalism’ witnessed the rise of the modern 
constitutional state and globalized interdependent capitalist economies. 
America’s Civil War was central to the transformation of the modern 
world in the latter half of the nineteenth century. 

 For a very long time, the Civil War has been the central chapter in 
America’s national history. For generations, the American public as well as 
historians and readers elsewhere in the world have seemed content with a 
parochial vision of the Civil War within a strictly national framework. The 
recent turn toward transnational historical studies is now beginning to have 
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