
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

Introduction ........................................................................................ xi 

One 
The Bottle Rocket Wars and Superhero Birthday .................................. 1 

Two 
“Oh my God, that got to you, too!” ...................................................... 7 

Three 
An Anatomy of My Journey to Deaf Culture ....................................... 11 

Four 
A Hysterical Mother Without a Deaf Kid Instruction Manual .............. 15 

Five 
Tropical Storms, Time Travel, and an Incomplete Baptism................... 17 

Six 
Old Sparky and Grammas’ Sweet Shoppe and Ice Cream Parlor ............ 23 

Seven 
“Be good, Joey” ............................................................................... 33 

Eight 
The Road from Schoolchild to Subaltern Subject ................................ 35 

Nine 
“R2-D2, R2-D2, R2-D2” ..................................................................... 41 

Ten 
Robots, Superheroes, and Talking Identity......................................... 43 

Eleven 
Surfing Hurricane Gloria and the Award-Winning Story ..................... 51 

Twelve 
“And no more deaf and dumb jokes” ................................................. 65 

Thirteen 
Un/Learning d/Deaf and d/Dumb .................................................... 67  

Fourteen 
“Your reading scores are at the level of a fifth grader” ......................... 73 

Fifteen 
Surviving Against the Forces of Darkness – Exhibit A .......................... 75 



d/Deaf and d/Dumb 
 
x 

Sixteen 
Captain of the Safety Patrol Team and the Flux Capacitor .................... 81 

Seventeen 
“Why take a chance?” ....................................................................... 91 

Eighteen 
Surviving Against the Forces of Darkness – Exhibit B .......................... 93 

Nineteen 
“Valedictorian of the retards” ........................................................... 99 

Twenty 
Dilemmas of the d/Deaf Superhero’s Alter(nating) Ego ......................103 

Twenty-One 
The A-Team and Rescuing Emma from the Second Graders.................111 

Twenty-Two 
The Long Road from Gallaudet to Meeting of the Mentors .................121 

Twenty-Three 
Super-Joe Takes Two Flights ............................................................127 

Twenty-Four 
Field Notes from Garcia’s Mexican Restaurant ...................................133 

Twenty-Five 
Going Native at Ben Bahan’s House ..................................................137 

References ........................................................................................145 

 




