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hen we think of Denmark we
aften think only af the Jutlind mamaland
but the islands al Lolland. Falater, Man
and SsElland (7T« wd), with the capilial
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LASTLES,

enmark is a relatively sparsely
populated conntry roughly twice the size
of Wales. Yet, hese we Nod hundreds of
well- munntained costles, parks and manors;
mol only 4 MED L Privale prosperdy ard
roval splendous. but alsio an cxpression of
social duty to one's own historr. The
wealth of olden times is gone; woe 1o the
Damish castle-owner who muit satisly all
of the requirements of historic monument

protection; but only receives the meagre
["..l"lll-.' subsidies’ Bul necessiiv i the
miol hed ol (nveatiaa: the traveller wha (s
wooed by an increasing number of =slots
{castle} and manor owners as hotel guest
profits from this. Yo (ear of linery: some
of thewe castles and manors are rather
sumply larnished

Denmark’s wealth of magnificent buidings
i owed., Like inany other accomplishmenis,
ton K img A hristian IV Diuiring only a lew cen
turies af the Henaiwsance (¢, 1550 |&A80)
spprosimately 1,500 castles and manors
robe a<roas Lhe country. Grangd homes were
prut up 1lur|.|:H1h¢ [-I.ur--..un.' (. 1660 - 1 73},
and even Classicest times (c. 1775— 1850),
Drenmark's =time of POVETIVa

Moat of the lormer and presant roval
castles are in and around o openhagen:
Rosenborg Slot (18624), for example, was
originally a country seat bat today i situ-
ated in the middle of the city. The castle
park; the oldest royal park of Denmark,
was transformed back 1o its original Ren-
ariaance ilyvle and snce then has werved
typically Danish - sy s public refuge from
the hectic life of the city of millions. Fre-
deriksborg Slot ia Hillerad 1 also scoes-
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gible as the h:niqul:'.rn- of the National
Historical Museum. Oaly & few miles away
i Fredensborg Slot, erected between | 710
and 1722 for King Fredrik 1V on Esrum
Lake, Queen Margrethe and her busband
reside during the spring and summer
iemihia

LABYRINTHS AND ROSE
GARDENS

Egeskov Slot (1554) on the island of Fa-
nen i considercd one of Europe’s lovelien
moated castles: next 1o the castle maell an
cxtensive hedge labyrinth, the castle park
with rose and herb gardens, and an aa-
tigue car museam draw vidilors in droves
Jusi & bridge-span away across the Svend
borgsund lies Valdemars Slot (1644) on
the Troense peninsula. The symmetry and
sea-side location of the castle, buily a bi
ot of the way by Christian 1V for his son
Valdemar, are caplivaiing

The power of the aability and land-
owmeri during the Renaissance i most
markedly seen on Jutland: on the Thurs
land peninsula alone the four castles of
Katholm, Roscnholm, Levenholm and
{Gamemcl Fitn:lrl teatily to the wealth of
individual families Lmang the mioal
beamtiful noble icati of the Renaisiance
times is Voergird estate in the cast of
Vendavaiel, the =hoods of Jutland separa
ted from the mainland by the Limipord
The walls are adorned with refief sculp-
jures and ormamented cormices; however,
ithe wealth intide the canile Lr.ull.]-.’li"l“I
pasntings by Lainva, Raphael, Rubeni and
Frams Hals, i3 owed 1o later owners

PARKS AND MANORS

Dronninglund Slot and the estate of
Hiuglum'ﬂ:hn!er in the sorth of Jutland
and Schackenborg Slot by Tender near the
German border. the home of Prince
loachim and Princess Alexandra, are im-
pressive reminders of the Baroque age

The traditional Scandinavian opennRdia

between the royal house. politicians and
nability on the one side and the populace
on the other side is manifested in ge-
neroes accessibility to most parks, ¢ven
when the castle or manor owners are at
home. Therefore, local and [egiona: cul

jural events incre M.l.n.!.h wiclude castbes and
manors in their programmes. One of the
biggest events of this kind is the »Kualtur

hissts, during which the caltural harvest is
brought in every year in late summer on
the islands Lolland, Falster, Man and
South Sielland. Among others Gavane Slot
by Mastved, the Rocodn grounds af Lise

lund Slot above the chalk clilfs of Men,
Corselitze and Foglsang Park on Lolland
serve @i venues for concerts, exhibitions
and events
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» Between the Baltic and the
North Sea there lies an old swan'’s
nest, wherein swans are born and
have been born that shall never
die.« The sentence by Hans
Christian Andersen accentuates
that Denmark is marked by the
sea. At its northern point near
Skagen the waves of the Baltic
meet those of the North Sea,
making it possible to stand with
one foot in each sea at the same
time. Steep coastal cliffs, wide
sandy beaches and high dunes
define the picture of the king-
dom. Life in the metropolis of
Copenhagen is a stark contrast to
that of the smallest island com-
munities, which are determined
by the rhythms of the ferries.

Over 180 photographs reveal all
of the facets of this fascinating
country, its capital city of Copen-
hagen, its island worlds and its
rich culture ranging from the
Viking runes to countless castles
and manors to today's modern
architecture.
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