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From Dresden to Zittau -
city gems and magnificent landscapes

he past and the present lived together in

unison. Or should I say harmony. And with
the countryside, with the Elbe, the bridges, the
sloping hillsides, the forest and the mountains
on the horizon, one could almost call it a sym-
phony. History, art and nature lingered over
the city and the valley, from the cathedral in
Meifien to the park at Grofisedlitz, like a chord
of notes enrapturad by its own sound.” Thus
wrote Erich Kistner in his book of childhood
memoirs, entitled Als ich ein kleiner Junge war
{When [ was a Young Man), about Dresden.
On June 23, 2004, 59 years after the bombing
of Dresden, the seemingly unachievable was
finally achieved; a crane lifted a reconstructed
wooden tower, complete with golden cross, back
onto the cupola of the Frauenkirche. The tower
and cross were donated by the British; the cross
had been made by an English artist-blacksmith
whose father had served on one of the bombers
in the Second World War. The church now once
again has its rightful place on Dresden’s horizon,
just as royal painter Bernardo Bellotto por-
trayed it in the mid-18"* century. The mound
of rubble where the church once stood was
scheduled for disposal when the quick-witted
preservation lobby stepped in, persuading the
local authorities to leave it standing as an offi-
cial memorial to the terrors of war. Thanks to
the generosity of countless sponsors the church
has risen like a phoenix from the ashes since
the fall of the Berlin Wall, its exterior now
checked with light new and dark original blocks
of sandstone, a poignant tapestry of the past
and the present. Painstakingly restored, Dres-
den now takes centre stage with its show of elec-
toral Renaissance and royal baroque, mingled
with Socialist functionalism; of neoclassicism
at the Semper Opera House, tinged with the
Moorish hues of the Yenidze cigarette factory;
of VW's futurist Glaserne Manufaktur (Trans-
parent Factory), soothed by the natural land-
scaping of the neighbouring Grofier Garten.
The area around Dresden is just as pleasing
There’s Moritzburg, the magical hunting lodge
of Dresden’s Saxon rulers; the Sachsische Wein-
strafie (Saxom Wine Route) through the green
and pleasant valley of the River Elbe; the mag
nificent scenery of the hilly Elbsandsteingebirge;
Upper Lusatia with its living Sorb culture and
the splendour of Meifien and Bautzen - not for
getting Gorlitz, the “pearl of Lusatia”. You can
now walk across the River Neisse or Nysa to
Zporelec in Poland in the old eastern block, un
hindered by border guards. The national bound
aries mear Zittau, too, are no longer manned;
instead, Germany, the Czech Republic and Poland
are strengthening their bond of partnership in
a region which is truly European.
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Dresden’s Zwing er is

a masterpiece of e
barogue marking the
pinnacle of Augu stus the
Strong s ariisOc coreer.

Architect Marthau s Poland were the men who
Daniel Poppelmann realsadtfhe monarch’s
and sculptor Balthasar visions ofltalianand
Permoserto the decior French splendour and

of Saxony and king of alagance.
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Left:

The Semp erop &r was
again destroyed in the
air mias of 1945 and has
since been painstakingly
rebuil.

Centre and botiom left:
Richard Wogner waz
made musical director of
the Semperoperin 18y 3.
He agempred to genarate
AN anhasiasm amang
his audiences fpr Garman

KEomantic music, oneof
the mare sensational
perfprmanc es baing of
Beethoven's o Symphony
and "Oide v oy ™. Busis of
Schiller and Goethe flank
the main entrance.

Poge 28/ 23:

Dresden. Magicallymajes
fic, the city lies embadded
in aromantic rivervalley,
its impressive silhouette
it @ soirce of inspiration

August sbrilcke straddling
th e Elbe link s the famous
barogue leg bank fo Dres-
den-Neustdt, the new
iown aradedin place of

[prmany a poetand painter.  (Nd Dresden after it was
The mighty sandsione destroyed by fire in 1685,
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Below:

On Dciober 7, 1989, fens
of thow sands siood up for
their rights autside he
operg houseon Theater
platz. Inside e hall was
biizring to the strains of
"Fidebo ™ which feamured

a controversial sefof
barbed wire and pzaudo
Beriin Wall. Beethoven's
wale afthe trivmph of
brovery and loyalty over
e despotizm of the siafe
proved extremely opical




AUGUSTUS’S STRONGEST

MOMENTS: THE BAROQUE ELECTOR
WHO WOULD BE KING

hen Frederick Augustus was born in 1670
his life was already mapped out before
him. His older brother Johann Georg would
one day ascend to the throne and he, the second

oldest, was destined for a career in the military.

When they were teenagers his effervescent
father, a great lover of art, packed them off on
an aristocratic Grand Tour to Europe’s centres
of art and power, introducing the boys to the
artistic treasures, customs and traditions of
their neighbours and allowing them to let their
hair down a bit before the serious business of
life as an adult royal began. Frederick Augustus
revelled in the Carnival of Venice but proved
less adept in the ballrooms of Paris than his
older brother who was a master of both the
dance and the small talk this necassitated. The
Sun King nevert heless lavished much attention
on the quiet 17-year-old. The young man for
his part was overwhelmed by the splendour of
the French court, by the magnificence of the

palace at Versailles and by the aura surround-

ing France’s absclutist ruler. He found himself
wanting to be very much like this rich and
remarkable man.

King of Poland
In 1694 his brother, the young Elector Johann
Georg 1V, suddenly died of smallpox, leaving

Frederick Augustus the throne. Physical strength,

obstinacy, cunning and sheer domination of
character soon earmed him the epithet of Au
gustus the Strong. His political agenda was
ambitious. Alongside Austria and Brandenburg
Prussia he planned to make Saxony one of the
great regional powers and a major player on
the European stage. Two years later the Po
lish king died; Frederick Augusius prompily
applied for the post. His chances of success
were very slight. The board of Polish aristocrats
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who were charged with electing the new king
were not short of candidates and as a Prot-
estant the elector could not be king of a
Catholic country. Frederick Augustus pulled
out all the stops. He sold off some of Saxony’s
hoard of treasure and also various estates and
trading rights, using the profits to ingratiate
himsalf with the blue-blooded slectorate. He
aven convertad to Catholicism - as head of tha
state which had given birth to the Reformation.
His actions unleashed a storm of anger in Sax-
ony which the elector dispelled by promising
religious freedom for all He was crowned Au-
gustus 11, king of Poland, in Cracow on Septem-
ber 15, 1697.

The seat of power and place of residence of the
newf E]Edur-lting was to be his native Dresden -
once he had made some minor alterations.
He wanted the modest town on the River Elbe
to become a brilliant gem of the hah:rquel BT1-
capsulating the magic of Versailles and the
beauty of the royal Italian palaces. He engaged
an artistic dream team to realise his vision:
the architect was Poppelmann, the sculptor
Permoser and the goldsmith Dinglinger. Their
creations were a master],]r combination of the
cultural heritage of Europe and the playful
spirit of Saxony: the Zwinger and Taschen-
bergpalais, the palaces of Moritzburg and Pill-
nitz, the Kleinodienmuseum in the Grines
Gewolbe (Green Vault), the Augustusbracke,
Grofier Garten and Japanisches Palais. The bill
was presented to his minions in the form of
heavy taxes.

The falrer sex
Right up into old age Augustus the Strong
had one weakness - namely for the fairer sex
Countless illegitimate children were said to

Leg:

Bavarion artist Baltha sar
Parmoser worked in Rome,
Venice and Horence befpre
he was hired by Hecior
Johann beorg Il in 1689
as e magnate’s court
sculptor. Permaoser lies
buried in the old Catholic
cametery in Dresden.

Far Igft:

This gilr relief of Augustus
the Strong nowadorns the
Johanneum, bhe musaim
of traffic on Dresden’s
Newmarkr.

Above:

The fwinger is the result
ofa close collabaration be
fweeen archifect Marthau s
Daniel Pappeimann

and sculptor Balthasar
Permaser. One of the pair
designed the famous

Kron enior or orown gafe,

featuring a gilf royal
headpiece borne by four
Polish mxgies, andthe
atherthe stalues of fe
Jour saasons adorning
the niches of the gate-
house.

Picures, right:

Under Augustus the
Strong ftop portrak), Rim-
self g passionate admirer
of kalion art, Balthasar
Pearmoser (right poriraif)
developed o language

of design which melded
the paragons of the
Madit erran 2an with the

spiritof Dresden.

have been fatherad E'F himi: some estimates run
to at least several dozen. Countess Anna Con-
stantia Cosel, both beautiful and highly edu-
cated, was a good rider and a hardened drinker.

She bore Augustus three children and for nine
years was the royal favourite and an influential
confidante. When an attempt was made to re-
move her from court in favour of a new mis-
tress she pulled a3 marriage contract secretly
signed by Augustus from under her petticoats
and threatened to shoot the elector if he left
her. Her unfaithful lover wasn't perturbed; he
had his rebellious countess spirited away to
the impenetrable fortress of Stolpen where she
remained until long after his death. His only
legitimate son, Frederick Augustus I11, followed
in his father's footsteps and was both elector
of Saxony and king of Poland from 1733 to 1763.
His death marked the end of the Augustinian
Period and almost seven decades of political
astuteness and artistic creativity for Saxony
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Befow:

Maoritrbur g Augustus
the Sirong's impressive
Summar residence, grace
fully recidesatop a man
made island surrownd ed
by sparking water and
lirsh forest. The Renais
sance hunting lodge

belonging to his prede
cessor Moritr forms the
nucisus af the complex.
Lowris IV, wehom Asgu stius
strove b amulate his
whale life lang. also had
his father"s huning pavil -
ion built into Versailles.

Bp right:

Matthdus Daniel Papp el
mann was amployed fo
manage the erection of
Schioss Manieburg which
with it s four bangueting
halls and ca. 200 other
roamsis indeed royalin

its proportions. The palace
now halds an inferesting
musaim of the barogu e
packed with works of art,
various Rousahald imple-
meants and a first-class
collection aftrophies.

Batrom righi:

This sfane signpast stand's
at the antrance tothe
Muoritzburg hunting lodge.
The column fi730) is
emblaron ed with the

Hacioral Saxon and
Polsh-Lthuanian coats of
arms plus sevem| royal
Polish crowns. The slecior
of Saxony was alzo the
king of Poland.
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Fesping Konigsiein.
During times of unrest
e poteniates af Saxony
sourght refug & within &5
mighty walls, taking rheir

state mffers and art
trem sures with them and
lsaving i @ir underiings
to suffer atthe hands af
thar aggressors.

Centre lefts

The historic feetof paddle
stagmers which has nawi-
galed thewaters afthe
Hbe since 1837 is a source
aflocal pride. The boats

with their priginal care
Fully preserved stenm
&gl nes are profacted

as part of Samny's indis-
trial heritage.

Bomom left:

For centuries the foriress
of K3nigsiein was thought
fo beimpan arable unid n
1848 apprentice chimney
sweep Sebastion Abratzky
boldly managed to scale
the walls. I was Savony’s
siate prison from %591 to

1922, defaining various
roublesome confempo-
mries such as Russian
revolutionary Mikhai
Bakunin, Sodal Demacrat
August Bebel, writer Frank
Wedaking anda satiriss
Thamas Theodor Haine.

Below:

Ir wasntonly in imes of
crisiz that e Savon court
salli ad for th to Konigstein.
Irs glorious panoraima pro-
vided a spactacular back-
drop for all kinds of royal

fesovities. With buildings
dating from the lote Gofic
b the 1o century, the
BMOrmaLs forlr ess it now
an apEn-air musem of
military hi story.




Far left:

Avgustusplatr from [&ft fo

right with the City-Hoch-
haus, campus library, Neues
Awgusteum and Faulingm.
Since ifs oundingin 1400,
Leipzig University has been
very much partand parcel

of the oty. The skyscraper

is now no longerpart of the
universiy.

4 . - | . . Left:
' - The modern canteen
burldingon e uRveEsity
campus on Augustusplatz
was finished in 2009.
ol . ¥ A LS5 From the viswing platiorm
r = iy of the giant (ty-Hochhaus
- r ! ' : iy g . : - bahind it (142 metres/
— . - 466 feethigh) you have
- grand views of the city.
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The Poulinum is both great
hall and the university
church of 5t Poul's. The
Neues Augusteum to ifs
left is Leigrig University's
main building.

Above:

The neo-barogue fountain

donafed ta Leipig by

merchant’s widow Pouline

Mende with its obelisk of
red Mefen granite is the T TR
only buillding on Augustus- ez H H H i ;

platz ko have survived the

ravages of the Second II II nu TR LEILEI N "
World War. After a few ii e B pe ii
decad es as Karl-Marxy- J I u l

Pioir the square is now

=3 : : ; : *- =
once morea busy focal ' vew | M M -
poan, F:Inr-m'_nnnn{-'_;u.:re : 1 . ““ i -EI -
by the glass poode of the - . L | I E ol . r |

Neues Gewandhaus '.l | ! - - .
s I HE Ja 5 n.n IF NN HN g
Rght: L .l - L = L : i
: . X ] v -
On the north side of : _ —
spacious Augustusplot - n —— e ' - -
is the Leigrig opaa
house, opened in 1960.
The first performance was
“The Meistersingers of
Nuremberg” by composer
Richard Wagner whowas
bormn in leipngin 181 3.
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THE STARS OF SAXONY -

FROM

BACH

TO THE SCHUMANNS

n Eisenach, at the foot of the Warthburg in
Thuringia, in 1685 a musical genius was
born whose magnil’lcent music was to tran

scend both national and religious boundaries.
For 27 years Johann Sebastian Bach was the ap-
pointed master of music in Leipzig and the can-

tor of 5t Thomaz"s. He wrote hundreds of works
both sacred and secular, one of which was the
famous Coffee Cantata, a farce on the passion
of the ladies of the time for the fashionahls
new beverage. Appropriately, he first conducted
it at Zimmermanns Kaffeehaus in 1734.

At the very same time, a few streets further
on Friederike Caroline Neuber was cleaning
up the act at her theatre. Improvisation and

juvenile farce were shown the door; Germa-

an'5 first femnale theatre director was in the
throes of reform. She demanded that her
actors study their roles with care and stick
to the script, keeping the plot coherent and
enunciation clear in emulation of the classic
French theatre. Neuber had to rule with a rod

of iron in kid EE{I'T.I'E'E_ demnnstralmg d:p]n-

macy and r:unr.t:nE in her :iF;HnEE with both
her troupe, her aristocratic patrons and her
scheming competi-tors. Her final discovery was
a young parson’s son from Kamenz, barely
twenty, a student of theology and medicine
in Leipzig who was mad about the theatre
and whose first play, now long forgotten, she
successfully staged. Gotthold Ephraim Lessing
was later to become a classic in his own right
with dramas such as Minna von Barnhelm and
Nathan der Weise. By this time Neuber had long
died a pauper, destroyed by the horrors of the

Seven Years' War, in a peasant’s hovel in Dres-

den-Laubegast.

Riotous imagination

In Dresden-Neustadt, much later in 1899, a cer
tain Erich Kastner was born, writer of chil
dren’s literature whose Emil und die Detektive
(Emil and the Detectives), Das doppeite Lottchen
{The Double Lottie) and Das fiiegende Klassen
zimmer {The Flying Classroom) have made him
famous the world over. Fine powers of observa
tion and a riotous imagination, empathy with
the reader and the ability to poke fun at human
weaknesses and contemporary afflictions are
the trademarks of Kistner's work. With their
undertone of gentle scepticism towards anyone
in a position of authority, his poems, which he
modestly referred to as “everyday”, novels and
journalism are still highly relevant today.

g8

There was another young author in Saxony
whose powers of imagination proved even
more powerful than Kastner's, almost power
ful enough to knock down his prison walls.
Stuck behind bars for repeated fraud, a ruined,
desperately poor young teacher began writing
stories full of warmth, despair and a strong
belief in love, hope and the triumph of justice.
A smart publisher in Dresden saw them and
serialised them in his newspaper. Karl May's
career took off. Released from detention the
master of mystery and EUSDATISS abandoned
the inhospitable world of reality for the realms
of fantasy, charming generations of young read
ers with brave and bold heroes such as Win-
netou and Old Shatterhand, Kara Ben Memsi
and Hadschi Halef Omar. The fact that M.l}'
had never been to the Wild West or the wastes
of Kurdistan was irrelevant; his tales were a
work of fiction ri:ght down to the last letter

And splendid they are too.

A young musician from Zwickau demonstrated
a E_TE'.TI:-F'T sense of decorum when ashng for his
FIE.H'.-.I IF'.I'._].'LE'TI‘E dHUEhIEIIE hmd I mJITIE.EF
Despite his valiant efforts Wieck refused to
give up his child pru-dlg]r Clara who had been
heralded as a great pianist at the tender age of
nine, wanting something better for her than
marriage to Robert Schumann. There was no
disputing that the young man had talent, but
to leave his daughter to rot as housewife and
mother was definitely not what Wieck wanted
Clara Wieck and Robert Schumann married
without his consent in 1840, the life and love
of two children of the Romantic period an ex
ercise in poignancy down to the last detail
Robert's Scenes from Childhood tell their story,
played by Clara with a bitter sweetness

Lef:

“To send Bght into the
depthsofthe human
soul™. Robert Schumann's
nafve cily Iwickay contn
uesio homour e words
of the great compaser
with its many high-calibre
musicl evenis.

Above:

The Karl May Mu seum in
Radeh aul nagr Dresden has
acollegion of American
indian artefacts which is
unigue to Enrap . Kari May
him self hod absol ufely no
first-hand knowledge what
soever of the Bfe of many of
hiz profogonists; his tales
of the Wild West are pure
figmenisoftheimagnodon.

Small pholo s, right,

from top to botiom:

The siotue of Bach outside
Iapng's Thomaskirche.
Bach once soidof his musi
ral fomily, “Collecively,
however, they are born
musicians and ] can

ensure that | can stagea
concertofvocalists and
instrumentol sts with my
JBmily as my currentwife
singsa clean saprano

and even my oldes daugh
fer does notmakea bad
noise.”

The Lrther monument
outsid e fre Frowenkirche
on Neumar ktin Dresden.

The Reformer was e son
ofa min er from Eisleben.

Since 1990 e young
Erich Kdsiner has once
again perched on e wall
oufside fre Villa Augustin
in Dresden, wafching the
busy goings-onon Alberi
piatr just as the author
describad in his childhood
memoires. The bronze
Figure was Bshionad by

M dtyds Worga.




Below:

The open-gir and vy mu
seum at Seiffen explores
overyday Dfein e cen-
iral Erzgebirge during the
1g® and af the beginning
of the 208 ceniury, domi-
nat &d by the foy- making
profession and ot er

todes imvalving e pro-
cessing of wood. A waler
powerad lakhe, a sawmill
and kiny coftag es-cum-
workshops clad in wooden
thingles illusirate how
e people ofthe age lved
and workad'.

Topright:

Al the [oy museuwm in
Saiffen you can see how

a toymaker fved and
warked in £. 1900, In the
chamcieristic houses of
the region the main [ving

room with ifs Dutch
stowve, the larder, the ani
mal pens or workshops
are on the ground floor,
weith @ badrooms and
stares above.

Cenire right:

5eiffen s world famous
for its raditional Erz-
gebirge jolk art. In over

a hundrad workshaps
pyramids, candle arches,
anges of ight, pipe

smokers, nukrackers

and o &r woodan [oys
are fashioned. Even this
sign in fve oy vlloge is
decorated with tradigonal
wooden figures.

Bortom right:
Technology from c. 1880
isondisplay at the by mu
seumin Saiffen. The work-
shop feamiresvarious ring-
rirming and regular laghes,
a circular saw and a rans-
mission system, all driven
by hydrodl ectric power.
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