
WISSENSCHAFTLICHE BEITRÄGE  
AUS DEM TECTUM VERLAG 

 
Reihe Literaturwissenschaft 

 
Band 17 

 
 

Cornelia Stott 
  
 

 
 

“The Sound of Truth” 
Constructed and Reconstructed Lives in English Novels 

since Julian Barnes’s Flaubert’s Parrot 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tectum Verlag 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
D 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Cornelia Stott 
  
“The Sound of Truth”.  
Constructed and Reconstructed Lives in English Novels since  
Julian Barnes’s Flaubert’s Parrot 

Wissenschaftliche Beiträge aus dem Tectum Verlag:  
Reihe: Literaturwissenschaft; Bd. 17 

Zugl.: Münster, Univ. Diss. 2005 

ISBN: 978-3-8288-2443-0 

ISSN: 1867-772X 

Umschlagabbildung: © GlobalP|istockphoto.com 

Umschlaggestaltung: Felix Hieronimi 

 Tectum Verlag Marburg, 2010 

 
 
Besuchen Sie uns im Internet 
www.tectum-verlag.de 

 

  

Bibliografische Informationen der Deutschen Nationalbibliothek 
Die Deutsche Nationalbibliothek verzeichnet diese Publikation in der 
Deutschen Nationalbibliografie; detaillierte bibliografische Angaben  
sind im Internet über http://dnb.ddb.de abrufbar. 



 

 

Table of Contents 

I.  Introduction..................................................................... 9 

II.  Postmodernism and Biography ................................. 17 

1. Postmodernism – a Working Definition..............................17 

Introduction .........................................................................17 

Tracing the History of Postmodernism............................17 

Literary Characteristics of Modernism and  
Postmodernism – a Comparison.......................................26 

Features of Postmodern Literature ...................................37 

Plurality ........................................................................37 

Intertextuality ..............................................................38 

Self-Reflexivity and Metafiction ................................41 

Historiographic Metafiction.......................................48 

2. Biography ................................................................................49 

A Historical Overview........................................................49 

Kingsley Amis, The Biographer’s Moustache -  
A Case Study .......................................................................59 

Distinguishing Features of Biographical Metafiction.....63 

III. Flaubert`s Parrot - Setting a New Standard  in 
Biography....................................................................... 71 

IV. Julian Barnes’s Metroland and Martin Amis’s 
Experience – Negotiating Fiction and  
Autobiography............................................................ 101 

Metroland ...................................................................................105 

Experience ...................................................................................124 

Conclusion.................................................................................136 
 



 

V.  William Boyd’s Any Human Heart and Peter 
Ackroyd’s The Last Testament of Oscar Wilde –  
the (Fictional) Diary as a Form of  
(Auto)biographical Writing...................................... 139 

Any Human Heart ......................................................................139 

The Last Testament of Oscar Wilde.............................................151 

Conclusion.................................................................................171 

VI.  A. S. Byatt, The Biographer’s Tale – Towards  
the End of Biographical Writing?............................ 173 

The Biographer’s Tale and Flaubert’s Parrot..............................195 

Reading The Biographer’s Tale as a Satire................................198 

VII. Conclusion................................................................... 207 

VIII. Bibliography................................................................ 215 

I.  Literary Texts, Autobiographies and Biographies ...........215 

II. Research Literature ..............................................................217 




