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What is Celtic Music? 

Often, the term Celtic music is applied to the music of Ireland and Scotland because both 
lands have produced well-known distinctive styles which actually have genuine commona-
lity and mutual influences. 
The music of Wales, Cornwall, Isle of Man, Brittany, Northumbria, Galicia and certain areas 
of North America such as Cape Breton and Nova Scotia are also frequently considered a 
part of Celtic music. The Celtic tradition being particularly strong in Brittany, where Celtic 
festivals take place throughout the year.   
 
Celtic culture is very ancient. It goes back over 2.700 years, yet it is still a livingforce in the 
modern world, through Celtic art, Celtic music, Celtic writing and Celtic spirituality. At the 
present time, every aspect of Celtic culture is a very visible part of a multicultural world. 
 
Finally, the music of ethnically Celtic peoples abroad are also considered, especially in Ca-
nada and the United States. 
 
The most commonly used instruments include tin whistle, Irish flute, fiddle, uilleann pipes, 
concertina and accordion; with guitar, Irish bouzouki, banjo and bodhrán (a kind of drum) 
playing a support role. 
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